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Report ranks Minnesota among worst
achievement-gap states
Elizabeth Shockman St. Paul October 14, 2019 3:19 p.m.

New Minneapolis Fed report 3nds statewide education disparities affect low-income white
students as well as students of color. David Pennington via Unsplash 3le

A new report from the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
finds Minnesota is one of the worst states in the country for
education achievement gaps.

Anusha Nath, a research economist with the Minneapolis
Fed, said the report reveals Minnesota’s education disparities are
not just affecting students of color. Nor are they confined to one
area of the state.

“There's a large disparity across socioeconomic status in addition
to disparities across race and ethnicity,” Nath said. “It goes
beyond just racial and ethnic groups -- it's a socioeconomic
problem as well as a problem across different schools."

She also said the disparities are part of a long-term, persistent
trend that affects both rural and urban parts of the state.

The report calls Minnesota’s education disparities a crisis.
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“Closing our achievement gaps is critical to the success not only
of thousands of young people, but also to our economy and our
state,” Minneapolis Fed President Neel Kashkari said in a
statement.

The report doesn’t spell out what’s causing these gaps. Nath said
understanding the cause will be the next step in her research.

“One of the main questions is trying to understand what are the
underlying causes of these education gaps,” Nath
said. “Understanding the mechanisms can help us shed light on
what are the types of policies that work best. What is really the
problem and how can we help solve it?”

The report, released on Sunday, drew on national and state test
score data as well as demographic and college readiness data. It
also found Minnesota students are increasingly graduating high
school unprepared for college.

Correction (Oct. 15, 2019): An earlier version of this story
misspelled Anusha Nath’s last name.

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR MPR. LEARN MORE

Program Schedule Station Directory

In Aug. Minnesota math scores continue to decline; achievement
gaps persist
All Things Considered series To tackle the achievement gap, you
have to tackle bias

Recent Top Stories
56 feet above Lake Superior, lighthouse buyer 3nds the beauty of life on the edge
A small way to save on rent

https://www.mprnews.org/underwriting
https://www.mprnews.org/schedule/wed
https://www.mpr.org/listen/stations
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/08/29/minnesota-math-scores-continue-decline
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/09/06/to-tackle-the-achievement-gap-you-have-to-tackle-bias
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/10/14/56-feet-above-lake-superior-lighthouse-buyer-finds-the-beauty-of-life-on-the-edge
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/10/15/a-small-way-to-save-on-rent


MPR News mobile apps

MPR Radio for iOS

MPR Radio for Android

MPR News Podcasts

Check out MPR News podcasts from the award-winning 74 Seconds to in-depth
conversations on news and culture with Kerri Miller and our daily news updates.

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR MPR. LEARN MORE

Report ranks Minnesota among worst achievement-gap states
With portrait and new posts, Dayton edges back into public view
MPR News AM Update: Loons are leaving Minnesota

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mpr-news/id400286612
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.mpr.mprnews
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mpr-radio/id291121605
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.americanpublicmedia.publicradio
https://www.mprnews.org/podcasts
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssoEruWqJhL2vwVVI0KGW5Bb_d9iy-ID7PWO9gBCsHGeuPj_PxzsQm2UqOvCN9_VEmmL7FGII1S23ncdYCDSbyUdmSDi4RiP2ULZtZWhIZpQQtx2pwHYkapSXNBKLEb6eNTiTjrhenEzkCBmayc7Ze5HNLyFKVbjexKHq-0_83xKzVkFYS3snaI3nOuNtxPfIiCyIi9_47_fQ0wGmdRfe0rNeh3PR65JT2QSI6_cg1vaByDzqfLsKePSm6hGQ9liPR8nY8BOmGqhv30&sai=AMfl-YRZE-knDl8-PsdNyUkRugH6ea6jsG8dFo6GJoQv_0EAY4qQg3x49Dk_924VjTAbVl0M_Cgkjt1UNzafCZRz6tuwkd1NEB8mJJZTpM_GRw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH5WpFPb9lbL&adurl=https://www.etix.com/ticket/o/4117/OrganizationName%3Fcobrand%3DMPR%3Futm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_source%3Dmprnews.org%26utm_campaign%3Dwebsite%2Bclicks%26utm_content%3Dtalking%2Bvolumes
https://www.mprnews.org/underwriting
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/10/14/mn-among-worst-achievementgap-states
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/10/15/with-portrait-and-new-posts-dayton-edges-back-into-public-view
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/10/14/mpr-news-am-update-loons-are-leaving-minnesota


Listen Live

conversations on news and culture with Kerri Miller and our daily news updates.

All Podcasts

Connect with us

Subscribe to email newsletters

Enter your email address Sign Up

The Thread
The ’sotan
Capitol View
MPR News Update AM
MPR News Update PM

Where to Listen

Program Schedule

Station Directory

Audio Help

 @MPRNews
 Facebook

newsroom@mpr.org
Tips: 651-290-1424

https://www.mprnews.org/listen
https://www.mprnews.org/podcasts
https://www.mprnews.org/schedule
https://www.mpr.org/listen/stations
https://www.mpr.org/about/faqs
https://twitter.com/mprnews
https://www.facebook.com/MPRnews
mailto:newsroom@mpr.org
tel:+16512901424


About Minnesota Public Radio

Contact Us

Shop

Become a Member

Volunteer

Fundraising Credentials

Terms of use

Your privacy rights

Station outage information

© 2019 Minnesota Public Radio. All rights reserved. Weather data provided by the National Weather
Service

https://www.mpr.org/about
https://www.mpr.org/contact
https://www.publicmediamarket.org/collections/mpr-news
https://support.mpr.org/mprnews-web
https://www.mpr.org/volunteer
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/support/membership/fundraising-credentials.shtml
http://www.mpr.org/public/terms
http://www.mpr.org/public/privacy
https://www.mpr.org/station-outages

