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Abstract

Minority students are historically underrepresented in programs for gifted students, and
biased identi^cation procedures are often suggested as a reason for this racial inequity.
This study investigated the reliability and construct validity of a peer nomination form used
to identify Hispanic students of outstanding talent (originally designed by Anne Udall and
modi^ed by the researchers) with the cooperation of 670 students from three southwestern
U.S. school districts. The reliability of the instrument is generally suf^cient to warrant its use
in the identi^cation of gifted Hispanic students, and the validation process highlights
suggestions for the instrument's appropriate use.
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ABSTRACT: Minority students are historically underrepresented in programs
biased identification procedures are often suggested as a reason ftr this racial
investigated the reliability and construct validity ofa peer nominationftrm
panic students ofoutstanding talent (originally designed by Anne  Udall and modified by the
searchers) with the cooperation of670 students .from three southwestern
reliability ofthe instrument is generally sufficient to warrant its use in the
Hispanic students, and the validation process highlights suggestions ftr the
use.

I n  1986, 30% of the student population at-
tending public schools was composed ofmi-
nority students-Native Americans, Asian

Americans, Hispanics, and  African Americans-
while minority students totaled only 18% of
identified gifted students (Yancey, 1990).  Greater
attention has been given to gifted minorities since
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the  early  1980s,  and current
to underscore the problems
nority students. Issues involved  in  the  identifica-
tion of these students
attention because meeting  the  needs
norities  is clearly impossible if their  giftedness re-
mains unrecognized.
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