
HIGH EXPECTATIONS
QUALITY CHOICES

Is There a Gifted Gap? Gifted Education in High-Poverty Schools
Christopher Yaluma and Adam Tyner, Ph.D.
Foreword by: Amber M. Northern, Ph.D. and Chester E. Finn, Jr.
1.31.2018

Schools have long failed to cultivate the innate talents of many of their young people,
particularly high-ability girls and boys from disadvantaged and minority backgrounds.
This failure harms the economy, widens income gaps, arrests upward mobility, and
exacerbates civic decay and political division.

To address these issues, researchers Christopher Yaluma and Adam Tyner examined the
extent to which access to and participation in gifted programs vary for different groups
of students nationally and in each state, particularly in high-poverty schools. Here’s what
they found:

Increasing the participation of qualified yet underrepresented students in gifted

More than two-thirds of elementary and middle schools have gifted
programs.

○

Overall, high-poverty schools are just as likely as low-poverty schools
to have them.

○

Yet students in low-poverty schools are more than twice as likely to
participate in such programs.

○

Even when black and Hispanic students have gifted programs in their
elementary and middle schools, they participate at much lower rates
than their peers. 

○

In schools with gifted programs, only Maryland, Kentucky, and New
Hampshire enroll more than 10 percent of the state’s black and
Hispanic students in those programs; in twenty-two states it’s less
than 5 percent.

○
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