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GENIUS HOUR
The WHY?



“● Student Choice
● Intrinsic Motivation
● Genuine Engagement
● Autonomy
● Empowering Lifelong 

Learners
● Inspiring Passion

Why?



“



“



“



GENIUS HOUR
What is it?



Long Term

▷ 10-12 weeks
▷ Trimester
▷ School Year

Genius Hour

Creative

▷ Project based
▷ Passion-based
▷ Active
▷ Pursue 

interests

Collaborative

▷ Students can work 
in groups

▷ Share and help one 
another

Student Centered

▷ Increase 
responsibility

▷ Time management
▷ Teacher as guide
▷ Empowering
▷ Work that matters

Critical Thinking

▷ Create product
▷ Solve problem
▷ Inquiry based

Practical

▷ One hour/week
▷ May Do
▷ Motivating



“
If we are to reach real peace in this world…

We shall have to begin with children.
-Mahatma Gandhi



Genius Hour

▷ How can we make our world a better 
place?

▷ What problems do you want to solve?
▷ What breaks your heart about our world?

▷ What are we going to do about it?



Genius Hour
Engage your students’ passions and creativity to 
empower them to change the world.



Genius Hour

Teacher Denise Krebs’ blog

Student Melina Louise’s blog

http://mrsdkrebs.edublogs.org/2013/03/12/hope-engagement-well-being-geniushour/Gen
http://creativewriting40s.blogspot.com/2013/02/teaching-old-student-new-tricks.html


GENIUS HOUR
How to Get Started



Introducing Genius Hour

First make some decisions:

▷ Group Size: Individual? Pairs? 
▷ Essential / Driving Question
▷ Timeline
▷ Proposal
▷ Research Report or Project?
▷ Check in? Progress Monitoring?
▷ Final Product Presentation
▷ Teacher Guide

Before You Start: Teacher Decisions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y3fkTiaWyhgHF5cQWgilu2046lIQzcWDiTRnN3xvKxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y3fkTiaWyhgHF5cQWgilu2046lIQzcWDiTRnN3xvKxI/edit?usp=sharing


Introducing Genius Hour

▷ Talk about passions
▷ What are you excited about?
▷ What are you curious about?
▷ What can you create?
▷ “Introducing 20% Time” Video for 

students
▷ “What is Genius Hour?” Video for 

teachers
▷ Genius Hour Project Examples Video
▷ Ideas for Genius Hour Video

https://youtu.be/bmG2GOBDoBc
https://youtu.be/NMFQUtHsWhc
https://youtu.be/1MVR9qc21nA
https://youtu.be/1MVR9qc21nA
https://youtu.be/fDZ0-pmnprM
https://youtu.be/fDZ0-pmnprM


Genius Hour: Brainstorm

▷ Whole Class
▷ Circle Map
▷ Heartbreak maps
▷ Local problems
▷ Areas of interest

▷ What are we going to do about it?



Genius Hour: Brainstorm



Genius Hour: Brainstorm

Ted Talks

Four inspiring kids imagine 
the future of learning:  LINK 

Richard Turere: A Peace 

Treaty With the Lions

Matt Cutts: Try Something 

New for 30 Days 

Kid President
How to Change the World

What Makes An Awesome 
Leader?

Kid President Has a Dream!

How Good Spreads

For the Heroes: A Pep Talk

Inspiration

Landfill Harmonic

Apple: The Crazy Ones

Heartbreak Maps

Heartbreak Maps Examples

http://blog.ted.com/4-inspiring-kids-imagine-the-future-of-learning/
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_turere_a_peace_treaty_with_the_lions
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_turere_a_peace_treaty_with_the_lions
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_turere_a_peace_treaty_with_the_lions
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_turere_a_peace_treaty_with_the_lions
http://www.ted.com/talks/matt_cutts_try_something_new_for_30_days.html#
http://www.ted.com/talks/matt_cutts_try_something_new_for_30_days.html#
http://www.ted.com/talks/matt_cutts_try_something_new_for_30_days.html#
http://www.ted.com/talks/matt_cutts_try_something_new_for_30_days.html#
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdL4o7wU0CQ&list=PLzvRx_johoA-YabI6FWcU-jL6nKA1Um-t&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdL4o7wU0CQ&list=PLzvRx_johoA-YabI6FWcU-jL6nKA1Um-t&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdL4o7wU0CQ&list=PLzvRx_johoA-YabI6FWcU-jL6nKA1Um-t&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdL4o7wU0CQ&list=PLzvRx_johoA-YabI6FWcU-jL6nKA1Um-t&index=1
https://youtu.be/pIUOdrWl-ts
https://youtu.be/pIUOdrWl-ts
https://youtu.be/bH5ozEo1Ao4
https://youtu.be/bH5ozEo1Ao4
https://youtu.be/tgF1Enrgo2g
https://youtu.be/tgF1Enrgo2g
https://youtu.be/yYbORpgSmjg
https://youtu.be/yYbORpgSmjg
https://youtu.be/nmwXdGm89Tk
https://youtu.be/nmwXdGm89Tk
http://coffeeforthebrain.blogspot.com/2013/09/8th-grade-students-heartbreak-maps-we.html
http://coffeeforthebrain.blogspot.com/2013/09/8th-grade-students-heartbreak-maps-we.html
http://www.notesfrommcteach.com/2013/06/helping-students-choose2matter-part-2.html
http://www.notesfrommcteach.com/2013/06/helping-students-choose2matter-part-2.html


Genius Hour: Brainstorm

Heartbreak Maps: from Notes from McTeach

http://www.notesfrommcteach.com/2013/06/helping-students-choose2matter-part-2.html


Genius Hour: Brainstorm
A.J. Juliani and Chris Kesler’s Passion Madness Bracket Challenge 

http://www.geniushour.com/
http://www.geniushour.com/
http://www.geniushour.com/


Genius Hour: Brainstorm



Genius Hour: Brainstorm

Essential / Driving Question
What problem will your research solve?
How will your project help?
Who will your project help?
What difference will this project make?
Why is this research important to you?
Why do you want to do this project?
How will you know you succeeded?



Genius Hour: Brainstorm

Essential / Driving Question
Resources:
● The Art of Asking Essential Questions
● Crafting Questions that Drive Projects
● Essential Question Maker

http://www.criticalthinking.org/TGS_files/SAM-Questions2005.pdf
http://www.criticalthinking.org/TGS_files/SAM-Questions2005.pdf
http://learninginhand.com/blog/drivingquestions
http://learninginhand.com/blog/drivingquestions
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lhhc9UA4iIuY6jo8gzwc8BeEDaztw17bz_jVScbSyPg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lhhc9UA4iIuY6jo8gzwc8BeEDaztw17bz_jVScbSyPg/edit


Genius Hour Products

DigitalPhysical
Event/ 

Activity/ 
Organization



GENIUS HOUR
The Proposal



Genius Hour Proposal

Make your PITCH

● Who is the pitch audience?
● How will students share 

their pitch?
○ On paper?
○ Google Form?
○ Presentation slide?

● What are the required 
questions?

● Think “Shark Tank” or other 
Reality Show!

Teacher Considerations



Genius Hour Proposal



Genius Hour Options
PITCH QUESTIONS
● What is your project?
● Who will work with you?
● Who is the audience or user base?
● Why is this worthwhile?
● What is your essential or driving question?
● What will you learn from this work?
● What will your final product be?
● What materials will you need?
● What is your timeframe?
● How will you know you have succeeded? 



GENIUS HOUR
Options



Genius Hour Options

● Student Planning Sheet

● Blog
○ Weekly tracking of progress
○ Ongoing Learning
○ Students provide feedback to each other
○ Challenges faced

● Genius Hour Google Classroom
○ Check in weekly
○ Ask questions/answers

● Reflection
○ Ongoing
○ Learn from struggle

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lgh6LXF4KylDiv9IR2mlQN4yeCbfkhXlG8fdX2hYjIM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lgh6LXF4KylDiv9IR2mlQN4yeCbfkhXlG8fdX2hYjIM


Genius Hour Options

● Mentors
○ Check in weekly
○ Ask questions/answers
○ Guide and inspire
○ Advice, leadership

● Research
○ Appropriate amount of time to spend on 

research
○ Multiple sources

● Failure
○ Failure is a chance to learn!
○ Celebrate failures!



GENIUS HOUR
Final Project Presentations



Genius Hour Presentations

▷ Share with class, administrators, 
community

▷ TED Talks, Videos, Performances, 
etc.

▷ Museum or Open House style? 
▷ Practiced and polished
▷ Celebration of hard work



GENIUS HOUR
Assessing Student Work



Genius Hour Assessment

▷ Rubric developed together with class
▷ Focus less on a grade and more on 

effort/learning
▷ Intrinsic vs. extrinsic motivation
▷ 4 Cs (Communication, Creativity, 

Critical Thinking, Collaboration) a focus



Genius Hour Assessment

Questions to consider

▷ Proposal
○ Was it on time?
○ Did it address the required questions?
○ Was it professional and thoughtful?

▷ Blog/Google Classroom
○ Were posts made weekly?
○ Did posts address required topic?



Genius Hour Assessment

Questions to consider

▷ Product
○ Did project move from idea to production?
○ Was a final product created?
○ Is the product well developed?

▷ Productivity
○ Was time well spent?
○ Was effort made to develop understanding 

and create product?



Genius Hour Assessment

Questions to consider

▷ Final Presentation
○ Rubric for required elements
○ Is rehearsal evident?

▷ Self Assessment
○ Effort
○ Time management



GENIUS HOUR
Final Thoughts and Resources



Student Centered
“Sage on the stage”                     “Guide on the Side”

Share Success
Success inspires!

Passion Project
Student driven and directed



Genius Hour Overview

Brainstorm
Pitch Proposal

Research
Monitor Progress 
(blog, classroom)

Create final 
product

Final 
Presentation

Reflect



Resources

Genius Hour Live Binder Genius Hour Website

Resources, webinar, 
and Master Course 
offered

Daniel Pink

Book: The Surprising Truth About 
What Motivates us

Website

TedTalk

Standards-Based Genius 
Hour website

Suggestions for Students

Generating ideas

Project Ideas Video

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279
http://www.geniushour.com/
http://www.geniushour.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Drive-Surprising-Truth-About-Motivates/dp/1594484805
http://www.danpink.com/2011/07/the-genius-hour-how-60-minutes-a-week-can-electrify-your-job/
http://www.danpink.com/2011/07/the-genius-hour-how-60-minutes-a-week-can-electrify-your-job/
http://www.ted.com/talks/dan_pink_on_motivation?utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=tedspread
http://www.ted.com/talks/dan_pink_on_motivation?utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=tedspread
http://www.teachergoals.org/genius-hour.html
http://www.teachergoals.org/genius-hour.html
http://www.teachergoals.org/genius-hour.html
http://www.teachergoals.org/genius-hour.html
https://docs.google.com/a/acsd.k12.ca.us/document/d/1DMKfi_c0drGqFRL1Ylt5eWqkKTqthnl7LzbCitrGkZg/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/acsd.k12.ca.us/document/d/1DMKfi_c0drGqFRL1Ylt5eWqkKTqthnl7LzbCitrGkZg/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xupHuEk8p7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xupHuEk8p7g


Place your screenshot here

Genius Hour LiveBinder
Topics listed in color on top

Resources for each topic in gray

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279


Thanks!
Any questions?

You can find me at:

pchiles@anaheimelementary.org

Patricia Chiles

Anaheim Elementary School District



Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:

▷ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
▷ Photographs by Unsplash

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/


Presentation design

This presentations uses the following typographies and colors:

▷ Titles: Raleway
▷ Body copy: Lato

You can download the fonts on this page:

https://www.google.com/fonts#UsePlace:use/Collection:Lato:400,700,400italic,

700italic|Raleway:400,700

Click on the “arrow button” that appears on the top right

▷ Dark blue #2185c5
▷ Light blue #7ecefd
▷ Yellow #ff9715
▷ Magenta #f20253
▷ Dark gray #677480
▷ Light gray #97abbc

You don’t need to keep this slide in your presentation. It’s only here to serve you as a design guide if you need to create new slides or 
download the fonts to edit the presentation in PowerPoint®

https://www.google.com/fonts#UsePlace:use/Collection:Lato:400,700,400italic,700italic%7CRaleway:400,700
https://www.google.com/fonts#UsePlace:use/Collection:Lato:400,700,400italic,700italic%7CRaleway:400,700
https://www.google.com/fonts#UsePlace:use/Collection:Lato:400,700,400italic,700italic%7CRaleway:400,700


SlidesCarnival icons are editable shapes. 

This means that you can:
● Resize them without losing quality.
● Change fill color and opacity.
● Change line color, width and style.

Isn’t that nice? :)

Examples:


